
Celebrations mark 150 years

Special events held throughout 2008

This year holds in store a variety of special events and activities. From
concerts to reunions to family fun – there are many Sesquicentennial
celebrations throughout 2008. In addition to the events listed below,

more events may be added to the line up. For the latest updates, visit the City’s
Web site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword: 150. For more information,
call Communications Administrator Janine Hill at 952-563-8819.    

Center for Diagnostic

Imaging’s Back in Shape

Run/Walk

Get energized for the summer

Participate in a 5K run and walk.
Saturday, June 7. 

Global Celebration:

An International Festival

Farmers Market kick-off event

The 2008 Farmers Market begins
with ethnic food and music, and arts
and crafts. Saturday, June 14. 

Sandcastles

Fun in the sun at Bush Lake Beach

Sandcastle contests, games,
entertainment and swimming.
Sunday, June 29.

Day Sesquicentennial event
February 23 Bloomington Loves Its Kids Carnival 
12:30 - 3 p.m. Northwestern Health Sciences University,
2501 W. 84th St.
March 1 Taste of Japan
5 - 9:30 p.m. Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road
March 9 Taste of Chocolate
1 - 5 p.m. Center for Arts, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road
March 26 State of the City
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Airport Hilton, 3800 American Blvd.
April 1 - June 17 Photos by Irv Norling

Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul
April 27 Summer of 150th Celebration
1:30 - 4 p.m. Pond-Dakota Mission Park, 401 E. 104th St.
May 6 Older Americans Month
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Ave. S.
May 10 Kite Day
1 - 4 p.m. Valley View Playfield, 9000 Portland Ave. S.

June 7 Center for Diagnostic Imaging’s Back in Shape Run/Walk
8 a.m. Northwestern Health Sciences University, 2501 W. 84th St.
June 14 Global Celebration: An International Festival
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road
June 29 Sandcastles
1 - 4 p.m. Bush Lake Beach, 9140 E. Bush Lake Road
July 3 Summer Fete
5 - 10 p.m. Normandale Lake Park, 9801 Penn Ave. S.
July 18 - 20 Virg Ellrich Memorial Firemans’ Softball Tournament

Valley View Playfield, 84th and Chalet Road
August 10 Family Celebration
1 - 4 p.m. Minnesota Masonic Home, 11501 Masonic Home Dr.
September 20 River Rendezvous
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Pond Dakota Mission Park, 401 E. 104th St.
September 7, 14, 21, 28 Bloomington Reads
2 p.m. Old Town Hall, Penn Ave. S. and Old Shakopee Road
October 11 Fire Station and Training Facility Open Houses
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Fire Stations 1 - 6 and 

Public Safety Training Facility, 7525 Braemar Boulevard, Edina
October 17 - 18 National Duck Stamp Contest and Exhibition

Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road
November 3 Veterans Wall Dedication
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Ave. S.
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Bloomington Loves Its Kids

Carnival

Family entertainment

Carnival highlights include games,
face painting and dancing, along with
family-friendly entertainment.
Saturday, February 23. 

Taste of Japan

Experience Japanese culture 

Enjoy a variety of cultural
experiences. See page one.
Saturday, March 1. 

Taste of Chocolate

Indulge your taste buds

Don’t miss this exciting chocolate
event. Early bird hour begins at noon.
See page seven. Sunday, March 9.   

State of the City

Learn about Bloomington’s future

Hear presentations by Mayor Gene
Winstead and City Manager Mark
Bernhardson. Wednesday, March 26. 

Suburban World

Photos by Irv Norling

Photos by the prolific Bloomington
photographer will be on display at the
Minnesota History Center.
April 1 - June 17. 

Summer of 150th Celebration

Start the summer early

Enjoy Pond House tours, reenactors,
food, entertainment and more. 
Sunday, April 27. 

Older Americans Month

Celebrate at Creekside 

Enjoy a Native American cultural
lunch and performance by Larry Yazzie.
Tuesday, May 6. 

Kite Day

Get carried away

See amazing kite-flying
exhibitions, Taiko drummers and
dancers. Saturday, May 10. 

150th Anniversary

Celebration

Visit the new Old Town Hall

Dedication of Old Town Hall,
costumed reenactors, historical site
tours, pioneer fair, music and ice cream
social. Sunday, May 11. 

Summer Fete

A not-to-be-missed event

With expanded
fireworks, games, Izumi
City, Japan, delegation
visit, Native American
dancers, entertainment
and plenty of food
vendors, Summer Fete is
sure to be a hit. Thursday, July 3. 

Virg Ellrich Memorial

Firemen’s Softball

Tournament

Let’s play ball

This 50th anniversary softball
tournament features teams from the

upper
Midwest.
Friday -
Sunday, 
July 18 - 20. 

Family Celebration

A day for families 

The Minnesota Masonic Home
and AAA Minneapolis present
historical exhibits, costumed
reenactors, carriage rides, antique car
show and a character sketcher. 
Sunday, August 10. 

River Rendezvous

An interactive history event

Spend a day in the
park with Native
American, fur trader
and settler reenactors,
storytelling, interactive
demonstrations and
food. Saturday,
September 20. 

Bloomington Reads

Books for fifth graders to adults 

Local celebrities read from a book
selection by Louise Erdrich for fifth
graders to adults. Books are available
May 1 at the Oxboro and Penn Lake
Libraries. Sundays in September.  

Fire Station Open Houses

National Fire Prevention Week

Visit a Bloomington fire station or
the Public Safety Training Facility for
National Fire Prevention Week.
Participate in various activities,
demonstrations and tours. 
Saturday, October 11.

National Duck Stamp

Contest and Exhibition

Civic plaza hosts national event

Watch the judging and exhibition
of 250 entries for the 2008 - 2009
Federal Duck Stamp. 
Friday - Saturday, October 17 - 18.  

Veterans Wall dedication

Honoring Bloomington Veterans 

Bloomington veterans photo
display mid-October through
November 30 with a dedication
November 3. 
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May 11 Anniversary Celebration
Old Town Hall, Penn Ave. S. and Old Shakopee Road
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